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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BERLIN 6801 

FOR CU/WE RONHOVDE 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGAS: OEXC, GE, US 
SUBJECT: IREX VISIT 

REF: STATE 240020 

1 . SAME DAY AS GDR EMBASSY PHONE CALL TO IREX CONCERNING POSSIBLE 
INABILITY MHE RECEIVE KASSOF OCTOBER, MFA CULTURAL HEAD BETTIN 
INFLRMED PRESS AND CULUTRAL OFFICER THAT IMING OF VISIT BAD 
BECUASE MHE GUDGET WOULD NOT BE ESTABLISHED UNTIL LATER IN YEAR. 

2. BETTIN AT FIRST SUGGESTED VISIT COME AT END EE TOUR, AND 

WHEN TOLD THAT ALREADY THE CASE, SUGGESTED LATE NOVEMBER EARLY 
DECEMBER. PCO EXPLAINED IREX TRIP ALREADY LOCKED IN WITH FIVE EE 
CITIES, AT WHICH BETTIN SAID HE WOULD SEARCH FOR RESOLUTION 
THROUGH ALTERNATIVE ARRANGEMENTS. 

3. WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND KASSOF AND MATTHEWS PROCEED WITH 
VISIT AS SCHEDULED. PROBLEMS OF TWO CURRENT IREX SCHOLARS HAVE 
NOT BEEN SOLVED OR EVEN ALLEVIATED AND THEIR MORALE IS CRUMBLING. 
AN ON-THE-SCENE GRAPPLING WITH THESE AND POSSIBLE FUTURE 
PROBLEMS BY THE PRINCIPALS THEMSELVES WOULD BE USEFUL AND TIMELY. 
POLANSKY 
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